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EDUCATION
New York University School of Law, New York, New York (J.D., 1969). Root-Tilden
Scholarship (three-year, full scholarship in public interest law)

Colorado School of Mines, Golden, Colorado (Gp.E. professional degree in geophysical
engineering, 1969). Honors: Tau Beta Pi National Engineering Scholastic Honorary; Blue
Key National Service Honorary; Sigma Gamma Epsilon Earth Science Honorary; Dean's
List; Texaco Scholarship (three years)

EXPERIENCE

2002-present - Partner, Luebben Johnson & Barnhouse LLP, Los Ranchos de Albuquerque,
New Mexico: litigation and negotiation of Native American land, water and natural
resources issues; tribal attorney services; environmental law; water law; land use
planning; tribal agreements and business leases dealing with agricultural and mineral
development; commercial, business and economic development matters.

1989-2001 - Law Offices of Thomas E. Luebben, Albuquerque, New Mexico: litigation and
negotiation of Native American land, water and natural resources issues; tribal attorney
services; environmental law; water law; land use planning; commercial, business and
economic development matters.

1977-1988 - Luebben & Hughes, P.C., Albuquerque, New Mexico: litigation and
negotiation of Native American land, water and natural resources issues; tribal attorney
services; environmental law; water law.

1975-1976 - General Counsel and Director of Litigation, National Indian Youth Council,
Inc., Albuquerque, New Mexico: supervision of attorneys and pro bono litigation of
national, law reform caseload in federal Indian law.

1971-1975 - Staff Attorney/Director of Litigation, Native American Legal Defense and
Education Fund, Albuguerque, New Mexico: litigation and negotiation of federal Indian law
matters for Indian tribes, groups and individuals in Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Utah
and Washington, D.C.

PUBLICATIONS
“The United States Indian Claims Commission: A Remedy for Ancient Wrongs, A Source of
New Wrongs.” Redressing Injustices Through Mass Claims Processes, Innovative
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Responses to Unique Challenges, Chapter Il1: 9, 151-178. (Permanent Court of Arbitration
ed., New York: Oxford University Press, 2006).

The Indian Wars: Efforts to Resolve Western Shoshone Land & Treaty Issues and to
Distribute the Indian Claims Commission Judgment Fund, Natural Resources Journal, Vol.
42, No. 4 (Fall 2002).

Update on the Western Shoshone Land Rights Struggle Against the US Government,
Indigenous Law Bulletin, Vol. 5, Issue 19, (Aug/Sept 2002).

Book Review, "H. D. Rosenthal, Their Day in Court: A History of the Indian Claims
Commission," Ethnohistory, Vol. 39, No. 2 (Duke University Press).

The Land Rights Struggle of the Western Shoshone Nation, Aboriginal Law Bulletin
(Sydney, Australia: University of New South Wales Faculty of Law, April 1988).

Indian Lands and Natural Resources (Albuquerque: American Training and Technical
Assistance, 1988).

Socio-Economic and Cultural Impacts of Energy Resource Development on Indian Lands,
American Association for the Advancement of Science Symposium on Energy Resource
Recovery in Arid Lands (Albugquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1981).

American Indian Natural Resources: Oil and Gas (Washington, D.C.: Institute for the
Development of Indian Law, 1980).

Copper and Other Base Metals, Summary of Proceedings (Seminar on Indian Natural
Resource Law and Finance, May 1979).

Mining Agreements with Indian Tribes, American Indian Journal, Vol. 2, No. 45
(Washington, D.C.: Institute for the Development of Indian Law, May, 1976).

REPORTS AND INVESTIGATIONS
Luebben, Thomas, E., New Mexico v. Aamodt: Review of Proposed Water Rights
Settlement, unpublished report prepared for San lldefonso Pueblo (Oct., 2005).

Luebben, Thomas, E. and Ferrell, John, C., Review and Evaluation of United States
Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management Mineral Report CACA 35511,
Glamis Imperial Gold Project, evaluating lode mining and mill site claims, unpublished
report, prepared for The Quechan Tribe (Aug. 2004).

PROFESSIONAL AND CIVIC SERVICE

Director of Litigation, Native Lands Institute, Albuquerque, New Mexico: nonprofit
organization advocating and litigating Native American land and resource rights (1990-
present); Secretary-Treasurer (2001-04).

Past Chair, Environmental Constituency, Middle Rio Grande Water Assembly

Member, Legal Committee, Indigenous Peoples Group of the International Forum on
Globalization

Past Member, Board of Directors, Indian Pueblo Legal Services

REPORTED CASES
Soboba Band of Mission Indians v. United States, 16 Ind. L. Rptr. 4067 (Ct.Cl. 1989)

United States v. Dann, 873 F.2d 1189 (9th Cir. 1989)
United States v. Dann, 13 Ind. L. Rptr. 3158 (D. Nev. 1986)
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United States v. Dann, 470 U.S. 39 (1985)
Western Shoshone Identifiable Group v. United States, 652 F.2d 41 (Ct.Cl. 1981)
Pueblo of Santo Domingo v. United States, 647 F.2d 1087 (Ct.Cl. 1981)

Whiskers v. United States, No. C-314-73 (D. Utah, March 22, 1977); 600 F.2d 1332 (10th
Cir. 1979); cert. denied, 444 US 1078 (1980)

Weahkee v. Norton, 621 F.2d 1080 (10th Cir. 1980)

Harjo v. Kleppe, 420 F. Supp. 1110 (D.D.C. 1976); aff'd sub nom. Harjo v. Andrus, 581
F.2d 949 (D.C. Cir. 1978)

Lewis v. Weinberger, 415 F. Supp. 652 (D.N.M. 1976)

Tewa Tesuque v. Morton, 498 F.2d 240 (10th Cir.), cert. denied, 420 US 962 (1974)
McCurdy v. Steele, 506 F.2d 653 (10th Cir. 1974)

Yanito v. Barber, 348 F. Supp. 587 (D. Utah 1972)

PROFESSIONAL LICENSES
United States Supreme Court

United States Courts of Appeals: 9th and 10th Circuits
United States District Courts: New Mexico, Utah
United States Court of Federal Claims

State Bar of New Mexico



